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Notes on the Piano

Two octaves from C3 to C5, every key named. The black keys have two names each.
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M I D D L E  C  ( C 4 )

F I N D  C

C is the white key just left of each group of two 
black keys. Middle C is the C nearest the middle 
of a full keyboard, written C4.

S H A R P S  A N D  F L ATS

A sharp ( ) is the key just above, a flat ( ) the key 
just below. So the black key between C and D is 

both C  and D .

H A L F  A N D  W H O L E  S T E P S

From any key to the very next one, black or 
white, is a half step (a semitone). Two half steps 
make a whole step (a tone).

T H E  O CTAV E

The same letter twelve keys higher is an octave 
up: C4 to C5. The pattern of white and black 
keys repeats every octave.
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