SELF-TAUGHT MUSICIAN

NOTES ON THE PIANO

Two octaves from C3 to C5, every key named. The black keys have two names each.

Ct Dj Fi Gi At
Db Eb Gb Ab Bb

Ct Dj Fi Gi At
Db Eb Gb Ab Bb

MIDDLE C (C4)

FIND C

C is the white key just left of each group of two
black keys. Middle C is the C nearest the middle
of a full keyboard, written C4.

HALF AND WHOLE STEPS

From any key to the very next one, black or
white, is a half step (a semitone). Two half steps
make a whole step (a tone).
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SHARPS AND FLATS

A sharp (#) is the key just above, a flat (b) the key
just below. So the black key between C and D is
both Ct and Db.

THE OCTAVE

The same letter twelve keys higher is an octave
up: C4 to C5. The pattern of white and black
keys repeats every octave.
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