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Intervals

The thirteen intervals within an octave, counted in half steps from C.

HALF STEPS INTERVAL SHORT ABOVE C

0 Perfect Unison P1 C to C

1 minor 2nd m2 C to D

2 Major 2nd M2 C to D

3 minor 3rd m3 C to E

4 Major 3rd M3 C to E

5 Perfect 4th P4 C to F

6 Augmented 4th / diminished 5th (the tritone) A4 / d5 C to F  / G

7 Perfect 5th P5 C to G

8 minor 6th m6 C to A

9 Major 6th M6 C to A

10 minor 7th m7 C to B

11 Major 7th M7 C to B

12 Perfect Octave P8 C to C

S I Z E  A N D  Q UA L IT Y

The number counts letters, both ends included: 
C to E is a 3rd (C D E). The quality, Major, minor, 
Perfect, Augmented or diminished, comes from 
the half steps.

S A M E  S O U N D,  T W O  N A M E S

Six half steps can be an Augmented 4th (C to F ) 

or a diminished 5th (C to G ): the tritone. The 
letters decide the name.
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